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Abstract Abstract 
Agricultural communications faculty and administration must periodically reexamine programs and 
curricula. A survey of 30 universities examined current program structure and curricular requirements in 
agricultural communications programs. 
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An Overview of Agricultural 
Communications Programs 
and Curricula 

Ann Reisner 

Agricultural communications faculty and administration 
must periodically reexamine programs and curricula. A SUT­

vey of 30 univerSities examined current program structure 
and curricular requirements in agticullural communications 
programs. The study found that the programs' most predomi­
n ant characteristic is variety. Four different types of admin­
istraUve units. in colleges of agriculture. "liberal arts. and 
humanities, offer agricultural communications majors. Agri­
cultural curricular requirements vary from highly prescIibed 
to no specific required agricultura l courses. All schools re­
quire a core communications curricula plus electives. The 
program requirements closely parallel professionals' curricu ­
la r preferences, but fall short of recent curricular recommen­
dations by agricultural deans a nd directors. 

Most agricultural colleges have 
not seriously revised their curricular 
requirements In the past 25 years 
(Sledge. 1987). The North Central 
Region Deans and Directors of Resl­
dent Instruction CurricularCommlt­
tee has called curricular redevelop­
ment a necessity for all agricultu ral 
programs. adding. ~We do not ques­
tion whetherourcurriculashould be 
revised and revitalized; we accept as 
given tha t they should be~ {Wharton. 
1987).1 The need for agricultural 
communications faculty to examine 
their curricula is particularly acute. 

In a relatively short Umespan. 
changes In the amount. speed, ca­
pacity. and relative Im portance of 
communications have affected agri­
cul ture so profoundly that some 
researchers have argued that farm­
ing is being Lransfonned from an 
industrial age to an Information age 
{Sonka. 1985; Dillman. 1985).2 But. 
while an in -depth as'sessment of 
present curricular offerings Is a 
necessary base for curricular revi­
s ion (Larson & Holberg. 1987; Sledge. 
1987: Kroupa & Evans. 1976).onlya 
few detailed studies of agricultural 
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