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Worming S t e e r s  Grazing 
Summer Bluestem P a s t u r e  

E .  F. Smith and J .  S .  Woolfolk 

One hundred and s i x t y- t h r e e  b lack  s t e e r s  averaging 4 0 2  
pounds were grazed from May 2 t o  October 3 ,  1972,  on n a t i v e  
bluestem p a s t u r e .  They were assembled by a buying f i rm  i n  
Memphis, Tenn., and d e l i v e r e d  March, 1972, averag ing  about 
350 pounds. They were f ed  corn s i l a g e ,  a l f a l f a  h a y ,  and 
about 5  pounds of  g r a i n  each d a i l y  u n t i l  s t a r t e d  on tes t  May 
2. They were a l l o t e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p a s t u r e s  desc r ibed  i n  
Table  1 . Even numbered s t e e r s  i n  each p a s t u r e  (about  h a l f )  
r ece ived  one bo lus  of t h i abendazo le  (15 grams) as a  worming 
agen t .  

The worming agent  d i d  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  g a i n s .  

Table  1. E f f e c t  of worming on s t e e r s  g raz ing  summer bluestem 
p a s t u r e  May 2 t o  October  3 ,  1972, (155 days)  

T o t a l  Received No
no. of th iabendazo le t h i  abendazole  
s t e e r s 1  Avg. d a i l y  Avg. d a i l y  

ga in ,  l b s .  g a i n ,  l b s .  

Nonburned p a s t u r e  , 
no n i t r o g e n  

a p p l i e d  30 0.93 
4 0 #  N/Acre 20 1 . O O  
80# N/Acre 4 2  0.77 

Burned p a s t u r e ,  
no n i t r o g e n  

a p p l i e d  26 1.30 
40# N/Acre 1 4  1.45 
8 0 #  N/Acre 31 1.27 

1Even numbered steers under each t r e a t m e n t  r ece ived  th iabendazole .  
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