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Abstract: 
This review of “Becoming Readers and Writers: Literate Identities Across Childhood and Adolescence” by Wagner and his colleagues explores how literacy identities are cultivated by drawing on various theoretical frameworks and methodologies to showcase the complexities of identity research across childhood and adolescence. Using my early childhood teacher lens, I place the development of literacy identities during children’s early years at the foreground of this review in acknowledgement of its existence and the actionable components needed to validate this pivotal stage of literacy and identity development. In the text, Chapter authors argue that literacy identity research during the early years must extend beyond phonics instruction, ensuring that meaning making is central for all learners. Assessment practices should be intentionally designed and contribute to literacy identity development. Lastly, the linguistic diversity of students should be recognized and operationalized in ways that support linguistic growth. 

When do our identities as readers and writers emerge? Some say it's the moment we take in the world with our first breath. Others have argued that our literacy identity begins to sprout towards the end of the elementary years after foundational literacy skills have been cemented. Educational leaders and practitioners who are intrigued by this question, would be delighted to read Becoming Readers and Writers: Literate identities across childhood and adolescence edited by Christopher Wagner and his colleagues. These editors have compiled multiple qualitative studies to explore the emergence of literate identities. Their goal is to better understand how literary practices influence identity development.
As an early childhood teacher-researcher, my review highlights the usefulness of this book for early childhood educators who are dedicated to supporting literate identity construction for young children. However, all teachers and researchers, regardless of their student populations will find this book interesting and useful. Chapter authors explain their work with clarity and conciseness, while recognizing the multifaceted research approaches needed to engage in identity research in our everchanging world. 
This book is divided into four sections (i.e., early childhood, middle childhood, adolescence, looking across childhood to adolescence). Each section features an introduction explaining how literacy identity development is defined and review of selected relevant studies. Reviews include study descriptions, the theoretical frameworks and methods used, and questions for further reflection. The primary goal of the book is to shed light on identity studies and showcase the complexities that surround literate identities. (Wagner et al., 2024). In the book’s introduction, three key questions are addressed as scholars consider literacy identity research: They ask:  
1.What are literate identities? 
2. Why do literate identities matter in the field of literacy teaching and research? 
3.What theories and methods are used to study literate identities and why do they matter? Do answers to these questions vary as we look across childhood and adolescence. (Leighton et al., p. 2)
The volume’s editors define literate identities as how “people construct the self as a reader and writer across contexts and time” as they engage in literate practices (Leighton et al., 2023, p. 2). Across the book, educators are introduced to diverse perspectives and approaches for conducting identity research across ages and stages, highlighting the depth and breadth of identity scholarship (Wagner et. al, 2020). 


At a time when reading is viewed as a science, and the validity of teaching for meaning is under attack, it is important that we access books that explore aspects of student development that cannot be captured by a numerical score. Scholars who are committed to understanding how learners see themselves in relation to literacy recognize the importance of relationships between identities and literacy (McCarthey & Moje, 2002) and validate children’s literacy practices within and beyond the classroom walls. Then, and only then, can we expect children to recognize and appreciate the meanings conveyed by the sounds and symbols and the role they play in navigating academia. Where purpose is seen, interest will follow and meanings will be made, remade or challenged. Respect for children’s literacy autonomy invites them to embody or resist imposed identities that may not resonate with how they see themselves (Hagood, 2002). 
	As a kindergarten teacher, I was particularly draw to chapters focused on young children. The research studies presented in the early childhood section make three important claims related to cultivating young students’ literacy identities. First, literacy practices in early childhood classrooms must be understood as broad with a focus that extends beyond mastery of phonics rules. Furthermore, literate identities must center meaning making as a core component of reading for all children regardless of developmental reading level. Negotiations with meanings and ideas make literacy learning compelling to children.  Second, while the mastery of skills is essential, privileging only skills can damage literate identities. Assessments must motivate students and increase their propensity to read. Finally, we must move away from monolingual idealism to multilingual lenses to supporting multilingual and multicultural students whose literacy identities are influenced by experiences within and outside of the Eurocentric normative ideologies dominating the world of academia. 
As a practitioner, who also identifies as a doctoral student, it is often assumed that my rationale for better understanding teaching and learning is to seek positions outside of the classroom. I argue that this getting ready for flight assumption is related to problematic splits between research and practice. Like Ur (2019), I believe that theory and practice are overlapping; both must be considered if we hope to serve students well. This book is a step in that direction, as it is grounded in classroom practices. However, the classroom teachers who occupy the spaces described in these chapters deserve to have their first-person accounts and lived experiences included in the conversation. Ideally, the cultivation of hybrid texts – that feature the voices of teachers and researchers - would provide learning opportunities that appeal to classroom teachers who interact with students each day. Chapters intentionally showcasing the celebrations and challenges experienced by teachers committed to literacy identity development coupled with classroom vignettes, work samples, and teacher’s retrospection and introspection would have showcased a symbiotic conversation that nurtures the growth of both teachers and researchers. 
	 At a time in history when many teachers are feeling disempowered and literacy mandates are smothering teachers and their students, this book provides opportunities for teacher educators to step into the world of identity research to explore identity construction across developmental ages. Specifically, educators at all levels will better understand how students grow literate identities and how the classroom spaces create, and curriculum design contribute to literacy identity development. Most importantly, this book celebrates the child and their becoming literate; something we need to attend to now more than ever. 
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